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IFPI LATIN AMERICA LAUNCHES CAMPAIGNS AIMED AT PROTECTING REPERTOIRE ON THE 
INTERNET IN COLOMBIA, PARAGUAY, PERU AND URUGUAY 
 
IFPI Latin America has launched a new initiative focused on 
four key regional markets where the music industry has shown 
a clear interest in protecting the development of new 
businesses in both the digital and analog environments. In 
addition to being strong markets for performance rights, 
Colombia, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay also have well-
established MLCs that administer large national repertoires. 
These newly launched campaigns involve actively monitoring priority sound recordings, 
and implementing the necessary technical actions to systematically remove non-
authorized products. 
An essential feature of these actions is the fact that they are undertaken based on the 
information provided by the MLCs and the industry associations operating in each 
territory, with the whole approach thus helping to meet specific market needs. 
 
 
IFPI LATIN AMERICA HOLDS ITS FIRST SEMINAR ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF PERFORMANCE 
ROYALTIES 

 
On September 24–25, IFPI Latin America held its first Regional 
Seminar in Miami on the Distribution of Performance Royalties 
from the Use of Sound Recordings. Representatives of 15 MLCs 
from the region attended this two-day meeting, where they 
openly discussed on models and methods for the distribution of 
the economic rights of phonogram producers. The seminar 
included presentations focused on the development of best 
practices so that the MLCs can implement distribution policies 
based on actual use of sound recordings in public performance. 
Given the importance of the topic, both for MLCs and for 

phonogram producers, it is to be expected that this seminar will become a permanent 
fixture in the training calendar offered by IFPI Latin America. 
 
 
LAW EXTENDING COPYRIGHT PROTECTION FOR PERFORMERS AND SOUND RECORDINGS 
IN PARAGUAY  PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 
 
After several years of sustained lobbying by SGP and 
AIE Paraguay, Law No. 5247 which modifies Articles 
126 and 130 of the Copyright Law was published in 
the country’s Official Gazette. This new legislation 
extends the term of copyright protection for 
performers and sound recordings from 50 years to 
70 years, thus making a significant improvement in 
the level of protection given to related rights in 
Paraguay. The extended term of protection comes to reflect the new environment in 
which artists and phonogram producers find themselves both nationally and 



internationally due to, among other factors, the increase in life expectancy of individual 
rights holders and the latest legal principles, doctrines and standards adopted around 
the world. By bringing its copyright-related laws in line with the existing legislation 
worldwide—such as that in force in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, the European 
Union, and the United States—, Paraguay is again at the forefront of the protection of 
performers and phonogram producers. Congratulations to SGP and AIE Paraguay on this 
new achievement. 

 
MEXICO’S TELECOM REFORM COMES INTO EFFECT 
 

On July 14, President Peña Nieto signed into law 
the secondary legislation governing the 
country’s comprehensive telecom reform. The 
telecom industry overhaul further regulates, 
among other things, the operation of the 
Internet service providers. Namely, Article 189 
requires Internet access or service providers to 
respond to any properly grounded and 
motivated order from the competent 
authorities. This new provision is a powerful 

instrument to deal with cases of infringement of copyright and related rights since the 
Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI) will now be able to require the IPSs to 
investigate facts, block pirate websites or remove unlawful content as needed. 
 
 
GOOD NEWS IN BRAZIL FOR MEMBERS OF ABRAMUS 
 
Last September, ECAD and ABRAMUS decided to reduce the 
combined administrative fee they apply to royalty 
collections from public performance. As a result of the 
voluntary measures jointly adopted by both entities, the total 
administrative deduction has fallen from 24 per cent in January 
this year to 21.5 per cent now. As the collection and payment 
processes become less costly for rights holders, ECAD and ABRAMUS 
will be able to distribute higher royalties per head to their members. 
 
 
 
SOMEXFON AND TELEVISA RADIO SIGN A MILESTONE AGREEMENT 
 

After several years of intense negotiations, SOMEXFON and Televisa 
Radio—one of the leading radio broadcasters in Mexico—have 
reached an important agreement over the payment of royalties 
charged in respect of the public performance of sound recordings. 
With the signing of this licensing agreement, Televisa Radio 
recognizes the economic rights held by the national and international 
phonogram producers represented by SOMEXFON. Televisa Radio is a 
media conglomerate that brings together Grupo Prisa, Grupo 
Radiorama and Grupo Televisa to offer over 100 radio stations. IFPI 

LATIN AMERICA wishes to congratulate both the Mexican music industry and 
SOMEXFON on this new achievement. 
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