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IFPI LATIN AMERICA—FILAIE ANNUAL MEETING TOOK PLACE IN QUITO, ECUADOR. 

 

The three-day-meeting was attended by 21 of IFPI’s 

affiliated national groups as well as by artist 

organisations and industry MLCs. Frances Moore 

delivered an update on IFPI’s global and regional 

priorities, reiterating key messages on the value gap, 

and on the other industry and IFPI priorities. Meetings 

were held with the regional federation of performers’ 

organisations (FILAIE) in order to promote best practices 

for performance rights collections and distributions in 

the region. The meeting also provided an opportunity to 

directly lobby the Ecuadorian government on the problematic elements of the copyright Bill currently 

being debated in its Congress. We thank our hostess affiliated organizations, SOPROFON (phonogram 

producers) and SARIME (performers) for these excellent workshop days. 

 

 

THERE IS POSITIVE NEWS FROM BRAZIL AS IFPI’S NATIONAL GROUP (ABPD) CONTINUES ITS 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLEGAL FILE SHARING WEBSITES. 

 

Out of eight civil lawsuits ABPD has brought against large-scale 

infringing sites, five sites are now offline, a blocking order has been 

issued and applied to a sixth, and two cases are in progress. The 

Brazilian national congress is also currently considering a measure that 

would create powers to tackle illegal websites based outside of the 

country that currently escape prosecution. Whilst the Bill is at an early 

stage in the House, there is strong support from ABPD, Brazil’s copyright 

industries and the Federal Police. 

 

THE PETITION IN FAVOR OF FIXING THE VALUE GAP RALLIES WIDESPREAD SUPPORT. 

 

Over one thousand artists have signed a letter addressed to the executive body of the European Union, 

in Brussels, demanding that the Copyright Directive of the EC be amended to require digital platforms 

offering music content, such as YouTube, to negotiate licenses and pay fair royalties for all music rights 

holders. This massive request was preceded by a similar text signed in the US by around 180 prestigious 



artists. Addressed to the members of Congress, this petition 

demands the reform of the 1998 Digital Millennium 

Copyright Act (DMCA). 

 

The so-called “value gap” has been defined as the huge and 

unfair disparity that exists between music consumption on 

digital platforms and the royalties paid to artists and other 

rights holders in exchange. It is estimated that some 900 

million users visit interactive sites such as YouTube, 

SoundCloud and Vimeo, which report payments in the 

order of 634 million dollars a year. This is in stark contrast with music services such as Spotify, which has 

a user base of slightly more than 68 million users, and paid over two billion dollars to music rights 

holders only in 2015. 

 

This gap is caused by the misinterpretation and misapplication of US and European laws, so that legal 

protection is granted to services that give users access to Internet platforms and services in a “neutral” 

capacity, with no participation whatsoever in the organization and distribution of content. The truth is 

that these laws have been used to justify artificially low copyright payments, a condition that forces 

artists and other rights holders to identify their own content and accept unfair payments in exchange 

for constant and mainstream consumption of their music. 

 

 

IFPI AT THE OECD MINISTERIAL MEETING. 

 

On June 21 through 23, the city of Cancun, in Mexico, was the venue for the OECD Ministerial Meeting 

on the Digital Economy: Innovation, Growth and Social Prosperity. IFPI was one of the participants of 

this event involving ministers and stakeholders from 

OECD countries and their economic sectors, as well 

as international organizations, members of the 

corporate, labor and civil sectors, and the Internet 

technology community. Meeting participants 

discussed how to improve access and participation 

in the digital economy, two aspects that call for 

novel policy-making perspectives through 

collaboration among stakeholders and 

governments. 

 

The music industry and how it has adapted to the digital world was one of the subjects of this gathering, 

as well as the need to overcome the value gap through updates to the legislation and the application of 

“safe harbor” rules. 

 



 

IFPI AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE GOVERNMENT AUDITS. 

 

In the past few months, several music licensing companies 

affiliated to IFPI successfully completed audits conducted by 

copyright agencies in the region. Our affiliated organizations in 

Paraguay (SGP), Panama (PRODUCE), Guatemala (AGINPRO), 

Ecuador (SOPROFON) and Colombia (ACINPRO) were audited 

by government authorities as part of the powers granted by 

current legislation to state agencies to assess whether MLCs 

comply with legal regulations. IFPI salutes the government 

authorities involved in this effort for having acted to encourage 

ongoing improvements in collections management for rights holders. 

 

 

CODISCOS TAKES IFPI’S VOICE TO THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION. 

 

IFPI organised an event on building a sustainable music industry at the 

World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) assembly with guest 

speakers from across the global industry. Ole Obermann, Sony’s 

Executive Vice President of Digital Partner Development, gave the 

keynote speech alongside panellists: Adriana Restrepo, President of 

CODISCOS Colombian record label, Crispin Hunt, UK artist and 

producer, and Marc Lynn, a musician from Swiss rock band Gotthard. 

The event was well attended by an audience of more than 70 government copyright officials and 

industry stakeholders from around the world and addressed the issue of the value gap and the policy 

changes needed to support the industry. CODISCOS is the president of IFPI’s National Group in Colombia 

and member of IFPI Latin America & Caribbean Executive Committee. 


