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LANDMARK DECISION IN MEXICO: IMPI RULES AGAINST THE OWNER OF BA-K.COM 
AND ORDERS ISPs TO BLOCK HIS WEBSITE 

 

The Mexican Institute of Industrial Property (IMPI), as it became 
known on November 28th, has ruled that the administrator of the 
Ba-k website must pay a fine equivalent to eight thousand days of 
minimum wage for making available and distributing numerous 
unauthorized musical works, phonograms and videograms.  

Additionally, the IMPI has required the ISPs to definitely block 
users’ access to the site in order to enforce its decision and to 
prevent future infringements. The IMPI has also decided that the 
website administrator had indirectly generated income through 

the sale of advertising spaces. 

The action against Ba-K has had the full support of some well-known Mexican 
authors and composers. These include bolero master Armando Manzanero, who is the 

president of Mexico’s Society of Authors and Composers (SACM), and Reyli. It was also backed byall the 
phonogram producers who are members of the Mexican Association of Phonogram and Videogram 
Producers (AMPROFON). 

The case brought by AMPROFON and the Association for the Protection of Movies and Music (APCM) 
has set an important precedent for future actions. 

 

 

IFPI HOLDS NATIONAL WORKSHOPS FOR INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS AND ARTISTS 

 

Over 200 independent producers and artists have participated in three 
workshops held in Costa Rica, Peru, and the Dominican Republic under 
the auspices of IFPI Latin America and with the support of the national 
affiliates. 

This first round of academic events was focused on music marketing 
on the Internet. IFPI Latin America invited Regional Directors of Digital 
Business Development Herb Payan (Sony), Alejandro Duque 
(Universal) and Alfonso Perez (Warner) to deliver a keynote presentation each and share their 
knowledge and expertise in the area Additional events are being planned for 2015. 

IFPI Latin America has also participated in the first INTERPOL Seminar for Intellectual Property 
Protection in the Caribbean region. This is part of the ongoing coordination efforts to support law 
enforcement over the region to tackle IPR and online infringements. 

 

 



 

 

PAYMENT PROVIDER ACTIONS 

 

APCM Brazil, the IFPI’s anti-piracy national group in Brazil, has 
started to take action over online payment providers that provide 
services to infringing music websites. 

So far, 20 infringing sites have been targeted and their online 
payment services removed after notices were sent to four 
different payment services that are cooperating with IFPI Internet 

campaign. These actions are key to disrupt the monetization chain for illegal content distribution online. 
Services cooperating with APCM Brazil include Mercado Pago (belonging to the auction site group 
Mercado Libre), PagSeguro, Moip, BCash, and PayPal Brazil, which altogether represent 100% of the 
services operating in the country. 

 

 

 

AGREEMENT WITH MEXICO’S BROADCASTING ASSOCIATION 

 

The National Chamber for the Radio and Television Industry (CIRT), 
which brings together the main radio stations in the country, and 
Mexico’s MLC (SOMEXFON), acting on behalf of phonogram 
producers, have agreed a regulatory framework for the use of public 
performance rights on Mexican radio stations. 

 The agreement, signed on October 29th,  aims to strengthen ties 
with the trade association that represents the whole national radio 
broadcasting industry. It follows the recent deals with both ACIR 
Group—the leading radio broadcaster in the country— and Televisa radio stations.   

The accord marks the end of a long period of conflict between both sectors. The radio stations now 
expressly recognize the right of phonogram producers to collect public performance royalties and 
accept to pay a remuneration in exchange for their use of phonograms, in keeping with the provisions 
set forth by the Federal Law on Copyright as long ago as 1997.  

Specifically, the radio stations will start to pay a percentage of their operating revenues, subject to 
increases on a yearly basis, so that the rates may fairly reflect the reality of today’s radio market and 
the actual use of music in Mexico. This long-term agreement also differentiates among three distinct 
types of radio stations (music-based, mixed, and talk-based) depending on the amount of music content 
in their programming. 

 

 

 

 



NEW AGREEMENTS WITH SUBSCRIPTION TELEVISION BROADCASTERS IN THE 
REGION 

 

The recognition of phonogram producers’ performance 
rights on the part of a number of subscription television 
broadcasters has been one of the main achievements of the 
music industry in Latin America this year. 

The move has been led by Brazil, where companies such as 
NET, SKY and CLARO signed an agreement with ECAD, thus 
leaving behind a long period of judicial conflict. In Paraguay, TIGO has not only reaffirmed its 
commitment to continue making regular payments but has also increased rates, while CLARO has 
regularized its situation. In Colombia, UNE, CLARO and MOVISTAR, among others, have revised their 
commercial relationship with the local MLC. In El Salvador, CLARO, TIGO y SKY have started to pay 
phonogram producers for the use of music, and the same thing has happened in Costa Rica with CLARO, 
TIGO, Telecable, and Cabletica. 

The trend is expected to continue in 2015.  It is expected that Televisa and Dish in Mexico and the whole 
subscription television broadcasting sector in Ecuador, Guatemala and the Dominican Republic will sign 
agreements with their respective MLCs, thus helping to extend coverage to the whole region. 

 

 

 

NEW NATIONAL ISRC AGENCIES 

 

As part of IFPI’s initiative to expand the appointment of national ISRC agencies throughout Latin 
America, the International ISRC agency has appointed five new national agencies that will be in charge 
of ensuring proper application of the International Standard Recording Code (ISRC), which is the 
international identification system for sound recordings and music video recordings.  

The newly appointed agencies are COSCAP (Barbados), JAMMS (Jamaica), PRODUCE (Panama), SGP 
(Paraguay), and SODINPRO (Dominican Republic). The expansion will continue in 2015 for additional 
national agencies in the region. Current national agencies are CAPIF (Argentina), IFPI Chile, AMPROFON 
(Mexico), UNIMPRO (Peru), and CUD (Uruguay). 

The initiative calls for each of the appointed agencies to promote the use of the ISRC in their respective 
countries and maintain proper record keeping. IFPI’s website now includes a translated version of the 
ISRC Manual in Spanish http://isrc.ifpi.org/es/. 
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