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MEXICO: AGREEMENT WITH ACIR GROUP  
RECOGNISES PHONOGRAM PRODUCERS’ RIGHTS 
 
 
 
SOMEXFON and ACIR Group have reached a decisive agreement in Mexico for the recognition 
of phonogram producers’ performance rights. After years of litigation, both parties have 
decided to bring their dispute to an end by entering into an agreement that expressly 
recognises the rights of phonogram producers to collect performance royalties, as established 
in the National Copyright Act. With more than 160 radio stations in 26 cities, ACIR Group is 
the leading radio broadcaster in the country and one of the most important in the whole 
region. This agreement is expected to set a precedent for the rest of the Mexican broadcasting 
sector to follow suit. Congratulations to SOMEXFON on this new achievement. 
 
 

ARGENTINA: THE FIRST LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRY TO BLOCK THE PIRATE BAY 

 
 
 
 
Last June, the District Federal Court No. 64 in Buenos Aires looked favourably upon a 
preliminary injunction initiated by CAPIF to have local ISPs block access to The Pirate Bay. In 
an unprecedented outcome for the region, the court ruled that the Argentine National 
Communications Commission—the telecommunications regulatory body in Argentina—must 
order all local ISPs to adopt the necessary technical steps to block a range of IP addresses and 
domain names associated with The Pirate Bay and thus prevent Argentine users from 
accessing the site. The Pirate Bay ranks high among the most popular copyright-infringing 
sites in Latin America. Currently, the site remains blocked in six European countries (Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Italy, and the UK). 
 
 
BRAZIL: MARCO CIVIL DA INTERNET  
COMES INTO EFFECT 
 
 
This new law aims to provide a regulatory framework concerning Internet access, usage, and 
commercialization in Brazil. The Marco Civil da Internet (Civil Rights Framework for the 
Internet) had been signed by President Dilma Rousseff during the Global Multistakeholder 
Meeting on the future of Internet Governance (NetMundial) that was held in Sao Paulo last 
April 21–24. The law establishes the principle of “net neutrality” to prevent ISPs from 
discriminating based on types of Internet users or on the contents their customers access. 



Among other positive aspects, the notice and take down procedure—i.e., notifications sent 
by rights holders to request the removal of copyright-infringing content—has been expressly 
left out of the regulatory framework of Marco Civil and thus remains effective as a key tool 
for the Brazilian music industry to fight the piracy of phonograms over the Internet. 
 
 
 
IFPI / FILAIE ANNUAL REGIONAL MEETING 
 
 
 
 
The Ibero-Latin American Federation of Performers (FILAIE) and IFPI Latin America have held 
their third joint regional conference. The meeting, which took place in Buenos Aires on June 
9–11, was attended by 120 representatives of the affiliated organisations of both federations 
as well as of other guest organisations. The event included debates on key topics such as the 
current state of the global music market, the challenges ahead of the industry, and the new 
business opportunities that emerge—always with the necessary respect towards the rights 
holders. For the first time, the directors of several national Copyright Offices of the region 
were present at the meeting to give their opinion on the various legislative reforms that are 
currently under way across Latin America. They also had the chance to hear a first-hand 
account from their regional counterparts of what the situation is like in the rest of the 
countries. 
 
Equally instrumental were the presentations delivered by the other participants, especially 
those by the major players of the digital music business in Latin America. 
 
 

FIRST CENSUS OF PHONOGRAM 
PRODUCERS IN THE REGION 

 
 
 
 

 
IFPI Latin America & Caribbean has conducted its first census of record producers registered 
with its national organisations. The results show that a total of 8,500 producers are members 
of any of the organisations present in 17 countries in the region. With more than 6,000 
producers, Brazil is at the top of the list. 
 
The large number of record producers registered in the region illustrates the importance of 
music as an economic activity as well as its impact on the whole business community. It also 
highlights the need for legislation regulating and protecting the intellectual property rights 
both of music producers and of the other actors of the music scene. In addition to this, it is 
worth mentioning that some 100,000 artists are registered with FILAIE’s member 
organisations in the region. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILE: EDUCATION CAMPAIGN THROUGH  
NOTICES OF COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT TO  
INTERNET USERS 
 
 
When an IP address in Chile is identified as having been engaged in illegal uses of music 
recordings, the ISP forwards the associated customer a notice received from AFOCHI (IFPI 
Chile) regarding copyright violation. The idea behind this communication is to warn the user  
 
 
that his or her Internet activity is infringing on the intellectual property rights of the 
phonogram producers represented by IFPI Chile. 
 
Notices of copyright infringement are a legal procedure established in section 85 of the 
Copyright Act (Law No. 17 336). On the one hand, they let the ISP customer know that 
unlawful activities have been detected from his or her computer; on the other hand, they 
urge the user to cease his or her infringing conduct immediately. The primary goal of these 
communications is to educate the public on copyright law—the same objective is pursued 
when AFOCHI answers phone calls from notified users who wish to obtain further information 
about their infringement. 
 
 


