
Music sales in Latin America increased by 10 per cent in 2012 

The Latin American recorded music industry grew to US$ 505 million in value in 2012, up 10 per 

cent on the previous year. This growth rate is far higher than the global average, which saw a 

slight increase of less than 1 per cent. Sales volume in Latin America in 2012 remained similar to 

2006 levels, and equivalent to half the sales reported in 2000. 

Digital sales grew by 55 per cent to US$ 153 million, accounting for 30 per cent of total industry 

revenues in the region. The digital share of the market in Latin America is thus less than the 

global average (38%). 

Sales of physical products such as CDs and DVDs fell by 2 per cent, totaling US$ 353 million. 

All countries in the region reported growth, with the exception of Ecuador and Paraguay. 

 

Revenues from public performance rights reach US$ 204 million in 

Latin America in 2012 

Music licensing companies (MLCs) in charge of collecting public performance rights in Latin 

America and the Caribbean on behalf of the artists and record companies worldwide increased 

collections in local currencies by 23 per cent to US$ 204 million in 2012.  

Due to the depreciation of the local currencies against the dollar, collections were up by 11 per 

cent (in current dollars) in 2012 compared to 2011.  

Revenues from broadcasters accounted for 45 per cent of overall collections, and saw a growth 

of 23 per cent. Revenues from public performance rights (premises open to the public) increased 

by 21 per cent, accounting for 54 per cent of overall collections. This revenue split is very 

different from global trends, where MLCs’ broadcasting revenues usually account for a 

significantly higher percentage of overall collections. This was largely due to the broadcasters' 

persistence in Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean to deny artists and producers of their 

rights  



 

 

 

The digital marketplace grows in Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

In 2012, digital music sales in Latin America and the Caribbean were up 55 per cent on the 

previous year, performing far higher than the global average (8%). Eighty six legal digital services 

are now available in the 38 countries of the region, with 42 download stores, 23 ad-supported 

streams, and 4 on-demand subscription services. There are also 17 other services which are a 

combination of different models for acquiring and listening to music through PCs and mobile 

devices. A directory of each country’s legitimate online music services can be found 

at www.guardianesdelamusica.org. New services are expected to add to the existing offerings in 

the next months, allowing consumers more options to access their favorite artists’ repertoire 

without the need to visit unauthorized pages  

 

 

 

IFPI Latin America expands its presence in the region 

Today, IFPI Latin America is present in 15 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Traditionally, IFPI has had National Groups in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Mexico. But 

now, following the amendment to its statutes to allow for the affiliation of music licensing 

companies, IFPI also has affiliated industry associations that are based in Barbados, Costa Rica, 

http://www.guardianesdelamusica.org/


Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, and Uruguay. 

In line with its growth strategy, IFPI has recently organized two training workshops for its 

affiliates in Central America and the Caribbean respectively with the aim to develop and 

coordinate policies that will further promote the rights of artists and producers there. IFPI 

wishes to ensure that the best practices are implemented so that the collective management of 

rights in Central America and the Caribbean is brought up to the standard of the whole region  

 

 

 

 

Legislative update 

A new Copyright Act that is of particular interest for our industry was enacted in Panama at the 

end of 2012. One significant improvement is the extension of the term of protection for 

phonograms to 70 years. Another is the introduction of an exclusive right to authorize the 

making available to the public of protected works, which aims at better controlling the use of 

phonograms on interactive means. The new law comes as part of the implementation of the 

Free Trade Agreement signed between Panama and the United States. 

The E-Commerce Act came into effect in Paraguay in March this year. The new law provides for 

the liability of internet service providers (ISPs) in connection with the infringement of copyright 

and neighboring rights occurring on their networks or services. Under the new law, ISPs are 

required to promptly remove any and all infringing content as notified by rights holders, block 

access to illegal websites for up to 2 years, and store data including IP addresses and traffic logs 

of their clients for 6 months  

 

 



 

Supermarkets, malls and department stores in Chile agree to 

remunerate artists and producers for the use of their music 

At the start of 2013, artists and producers began to receive payment of public performance 

rights from supermarkets, malls and department stores in Chile. 

With an agreement that provides for a progressive remuneration structure during 3 years, artists 

and producers in Chile have restored relationships with an important economic sector that uses 

music to offer customers a more comfortable experience while in their premises. Under the 

agreement, thousands of establishments all over the Chilean territory are now authorized to use 

the national and international catalogues  

 

 


