
First International Conference on Copyright and Neighboring Rights 

hosted by IFPI, CISAC and FILAIE 

At the joint International Conference on Copyright and Neighboring Rights held in Panama on 

April 24-26, IFPI Latin America, the Latin American Committee of CISAC and the Ibero-Latin 

American society of artists, performers and musicians (FILAIE), agreed to create national 

coalitions to promote the legal access to cultural works and promote legal reforms that will 

increase the protection of copyright and neighboring rights. 

This is the first time that organizations representing industries associated with copyright in the 

music sector organize such a conference in the Ibero American environment.  Experts from 

Europe, United States and Latin America discussed the challenges of the music industry in the 

digital era and the need to develop a system whereby rights holders are properly remunerated 

for copyright and neighboring rights. 

At the same time, IFPI’s anti-piracy unit jointly coordinated a training seminar with the national 

police of Panama and prosecutors specialized in intellectual property crimes.  The purpose of 

this seminar was to provide training on the fight against online infringement of copyright  

 

 

Colombia extends term of protection of phonograms to 70 years 

The Colombian government is committed to updating its intellectual property laws as part of 

the implementation of the Free Trade Agreement with the US. 

President Juan Manuel Santos achieved the approval of the reform days leading up to the 

Summit of the Americas that was held in Cartagena.  The new law extends the term of 

protection for phonograms to 70 years, grants specific protection for technological protection 

measures and information for digital rights management. 

The legislative changes provoked the expected reaction from the anti-copyright activists, such 

as the Colombian group “anónimo”, who were responsible for the deactivation of the website 

of the president, vice president, senate and ministry of commerce  

 



 

Launch of Deezer, a musical service in Latin America and the 

Caribbean 

The popular music streaming service was officially launched in 35 countries of Latin America 

and Caribbean (http://www.deezer.com/es/. The service is fully integrated with the Facebook 

social platform and will enable users to discover, listen, organize and share music anytime, 

anywhere, unlimited and through any device by downloading its applications. 

This new music platform includes a free basic service with themed radios, by artist and the 

possibility to create a customized list of favorite songs that can be shared with Twitter and 

Facebook contacts. It also offers the Deezer Premium service for a monthly subscription of 

$4.25 USD that enables à la carte music streaming without advertising, and lastly, the Deezer 

Premium + service subscription for $8.49 USD per month that also allows unlimited downloads 

of music to a computer or mobile device. 

Deezer is a French company that was created in 2006.  Currently, Deezer has more than 23 

million users in 51 countries, 1.5 million subscribers and a rich catalog comprising of over 18 

million music tracks that include Latin American and national repertoire  

 

 
343,000 premises open to the public use music legally 

Public performance revenues from premises open to the public in Latin America and the 

Caribbean grew by 25 percent in 2011. This result was driven by the licensing of 24,000 new 

premises open to the public, representing an increase in licensing of 8 per cent and a 16 

percent increase in the average price of the license. 

Total public performance rights collections in the entire region reached $100 million USD, an 

increase of 100% in the last 4 years.  The country with the most licensed premises open to the 

public is Colombia. 

The number of licensed premises in the region is expected to increase in the coming years to 

reach 500,000 by 2017  



 

 

Cooperation agreement between the collective rights management 

societies of Bolivia 

Agreement was signed defining the participation percentages in Bolivia. 

On April 26, during the joint International Conference on Copyright and Neighboring Rights that 

was held in Panama, an agreement was signed defining the participation percentages in the 

distribution of copyright and neighboring rights between SOBODAYCOM (authors society), 

ABAIEM (artists and performers society) and ASBOPROFON (phonogram producers society), 

laying the ground rules for the unified collective management headed by the authors society 

for the benefit of all rights holders in Bolivia.  

 
Music sales in Latin America increased 9% in 2011 

The recorded music market in Latin America reached US$ 495 million, an increase of 9% 

compared to 2010. This growth is much more positive than total global sales, which resulted in 

a 3% decline compared to 2010. 

Latin America sales for 2011 are at approximately the same level of sales reported in 2007, and 

half of the sales reported in 2000. 

Digital sales increased 17% to US$ 110 million, representing 22% of the total regional physical 

and digital sales. The digital market in Latin America is still under the global average, where 

digital music accounts for 31% of the total market. 

Sales of total physical products, CD's and DVD's, increased 7% to US$ 385 million. 

Overall growth was reported in Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Venezuela, Uruguay, Peru and 

Paraguay while decreases in overall sales were reported in Colombia, Chile, Central America 

and Ecuador  

 


